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Join your Psi Upsilon brothers in Chicago July 26-29th 
for the 176th Convention celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the Omega Chapter at the University of 
Chicago! 
 
You can register for the entire convention or just 
individual events like: 

• Friday, July 26 - Cookout at the Omega Chapter 
House 

• Saturday, July 27 - Scholarship Luncheon, 
Evening River Cruise followed by Fireworks at 
Navy Pier 

• Sunday, July 28 - Awards Banquet 

For more information, including registration and a full 
schedule follow this link. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



New Wesleyan Chairman of Board of Trustees a Xi 

 

 
John B. Frank, Xi '78 (Wesleyan) 

John B. Frank, Xi '78 (Wesleyan), was recently elected as 
the Chair of the Board of Trustees of Wesleyan University. 
Brother Frank, who is currently chair of the Board's 
Investment Committee, will serve a term of two years 
beginning July 1, 2020. 
 
Brother Frank is vice chairman of Oaktree Capital 
Management, which specializes in alternative investments. 
He previously was a partner of the law firm Munger, 
Tolles & Olson LLP in Los Angeles, focusing on mergers 
and acquisitions and general corporate counseling. 
 
Brother Frank joined the Wesleyan Board of Trustees in 
2008 and has served on all its committees. He also serves 
on the boards of several organizations, including the James 
Irvine Foundation, Good Samaritan Hospital of Los 
Angeles, and the XPRIZE Foundation. Read more HERE. 
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Foundation Awards 18 Scholarships for 2019-20 

 
The Psi Upsilon Foundation awarded 18 undergraduate brothers from 10 chapters with both need 
and merit based scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $6,000 for the 2019-20 academic year.  

Professors were overwhelmingly enthusiastic in their letters of recommendation for these 
exemplary Psi U scholarship applicants.  Recommendations included: “elevated the classroom 
dialogue”; “… is a natural leader with a generous heart, a sincere concern for others, and a superb 
sense of humor”; and “… is a sharp reader, a strong writer, and a generous interlocutor.” 

Thank you to all alumni who support the Annual Fund and helped make this occur. 



See a full list of scholarship recipients HERE. 
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Zeta Zeta Historian Releases World War I History Book 

 
Dr. Barry Gough, Zeta Zeta '62 (UBC) 

One of Canada’s foremost historians, Dr. Barry Gough, 
Zeta Zeta ’62 (University of British Columbia), recently 
released his book Churchill and Fisher, Titans of the 
Admiralty. 
 
The book, described as “a vivid study in the politics and 
stress of high command”, covers the roles of a young 
Winston Churchill, political head of the Admiralty, and 
British Admiral “Jacky” Fisher, master of the British Navy 
and creator of the Dreadnought battleships, during the First 
World War. Considered the “Titans of the Admiralty”, 
their command of the sea was put to the test by the 
challenge of the Kaiser’s navy under Admiral Alfred Von 
Tirpitz. 
 
Brother Gough has been writing for almost four decades, 
and is the author of many critically acclaimed books, 
including Fortune’s a River, The Collision of Empires in 
Northwest America, which won the John Lyman Book 
Award for best Canadian naval and maritime history and 
was shortlisted for the Writers’ Trust Non-Fiction Prize. 
He was named Honourary President of the BC Historical 
Federation in 2016. 
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TEDx Talk on Digital Humanities by Epsilon Iota Alumna 



 

Recently Dr. Elisa Barney, Epsilon Iota ’88 (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) participated in 
TEDxBoise and has the following to say: “I had the amazing experience this spring of giving a 
TEDx talk. I do research in image processing and computer vision. I gave a four part talk series at 
my church a few years ago on some of the projects I have worked on that fall in the category 
Digital Humanities. They were quite well received. A colleague at Boise State knows someone on 
the TEDxBoise planning committee and forwarded the call for speakers to me this fall. Since my 
Digital Humanities talk series was so popular, I decided to apply. 200 people submitted proposals. 
24 were invited for in person interviews. 12 were chosen. I was one.” 

In addition to her research and time as a professor at Boise State University she serves as the 2019 
IEEE Student Activities Chair, overseeing over 35,000 student members across the world. 

Please take a moment and watch her talk on “How digital technology helps solve mysteries in the 
humanities" 
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Chi Alumnus Receives Humanities Award 



 
Rodo Sofranac, Chi ’71 (Cornell) 

Rodo Sofranac, Chi ’71 (Cornell), is the recipient of the 
Community Partner Outstanding Supporter Award at the 
2019 Arizona Humanities Awards. Brother Sofranic, an 
author of children's books, received the honor for his 45 
years of working with children as a teacher, translator and 
mentor. 
 
Brother Sofranac, originally from Montenegro and 
Austria, believes his passion for storytelling came from 
experiencing many cultures and languages from a young 
age. "What began as a difficult and frightening journey, 
bouncing from one country, culture, and language to 
another, and then another, has given me the confidence 
and sense of purpose to help others as they navigate their 
[own] journeys," he said. 
 
"When we talk about that ripple in the water that the 
humanities are, we think of Rodo," said Arizona 
Humanities. "He brings people, organizations, and 
communities together to advance our mission and helps 
make the world a better place." 

Read more about his latest book HERE. 
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Annual Fund Update 



 

Gifts to the 2019 Annual Fund support educational 
programs, scholarships, chapter assistance and the 
promotion of moral, intellectual and social excellence. 
 
Donors to the 2019 Annual will be recognized at the 
176th Convention in Chicago. To ensure your name is 
included, please make your gift to Psi Upsilon by July 
12th. 
 
Use the button below to give online via credit card. 

 
Or you can mail a check to: 
 
Psi Upsilon 
3003 East 96th Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46240-1357 

Contact Bethann Taylor, Director of Administration for 
the Foundation, if you would like to donate appreciated 
stock or include Psi U in your will. 
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Calendar of Events 

July 9th 

Philadelphia Networking Event 

Yards Brewing Company 

  

July 18th 

Phi Happy Hour 

Sinbad's on the River Detroit, MI 

  

July 26th-29th 

176th Psi Upsilon Convention and 2019 Leadership Institute 

Palmer House Hilton, Chicago, IL 

Hosted by the Omega Chapter on their 150th Anniversary 

  



Click here for a complete list of Psi U events. 

To have your event listed in the calendar, email Thomas Fox. 
Please provide the date, name of the event, location and contact person. 

 


