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Alumnus Points to Fraternity’s Vital Role in Young Brothers’ Lives

Donor Profile: John A. Thaler, Omega ‘97 (University of Chicago)
Psi U brother John Thaler, Omega ‘97 (University of
Chicago) calls the “gigantic rise in college tuition coupled
with an uncertain job environment” far and away the
biggest challenge college students face today. Thaler,
a 1997 graduate in economics from the University of
Chicago, admits that his own generation was largely spared
the difficulty.
“It’s a clear problem for all these kids,” Thaler contends.
“And that’s where I see Psi Upsilon able to play its biggest
role in our students’ lives — to help them transition from
student to professional, across all sectors of the business
world. Scholarships can help brothers one at a time. But
when you look at the collective membership, you need
leadership training that can reach the masses. That’s where
the fraternity can best create a structured dynamic, a clear
path by which they can impact today’s undergraduates’
lives.”
John knows what it takes to succeed. Following a decade
of holding successful positions in investment, he struck out
on his own in 2007, launching JAT Capital just ahead of the
Great Recession. Today, the global long/short equity hedge
fund manages a multi-billion dollar portfolio.
Yet he says if it had not been for the fraternity, he’d have
likely ended up in law or medicine. “When I was 18 years
old, I’d not been around very many people who worked
on Wall Street. But after joining our Omega Chapter, there
were a lot of economics majors going off to the investment
and banking sector. In fact, I nearly chose to leave and
study my entire junior year in Berlin, which would’ve taken
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me in a different direction. Ultimately, I decided I didn’t
want to leave my Psi U friends for a whole year.”
Thaler agrees that beyond those friendships, young brothers
need skills they learn in a fraternal environment long after
they move into a career. “Teamwork is certainly a big
one,” he says. “At the chapter and in my business today,
it’s critical to be able to function as a unit where people are
assigned and meeting individual responsibilities in order to
achieve a collective goal.”

Delegates in a committee meeting at the 171st Convention

It’s the sum total of his fraternal journey and friendships
that have moved Brother Thaler to contribute back to the
success of both his chapter and the Psi Upsilon Foundation.
“I feel fortunate to have had the opportunity to be a brother
in Psi Upsilon. Reinvesting back what I received from my
experience in the fraternity is very important to me. This
is one way I can help other Psi U brothers have the same
opportunity I had and learn the important life lessons I
obtained that have shaped the person I am today.”

John Thaler lives in Greenwich, CT with his wife, Bonnie, and three children. He generously supports the educational and expansion initiatives of his
Omega Chapter, as well as the international Psi Upsilon Fraternity and Foundation.
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Henry B. Poor Scholarship Fund Challenge
Good News and More Good News!
Last spring Tom Poor, Gamma ‘65 (Amherst College) declared
that he would match up to $15,000 in contributions to the
scholarship fund created in memory of his father, Henry B. Poor,
Gamma ‘39.
Thanks to many brothers from many different chapters, the
Poor Scholarship Fund challenge was accepted and exceeded.
Thirty-six gifts totaling $15,250 were received in the last
fiscal year. With Tom’s additional contribution, the fund has
surpassed $160,000 which will generate a significant amount
to be granted in 2015-16 and beyond.

Mailing address

Credit Card number
Expiration date
CCV:
Or mail a check payable to Psi Upsilon Fraternity to 3003 East
96th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46240-1357.

$160,122

$200,000

$132,311

Name
Chapter and Graduation Year

You can make a gift to the Poor Fund online via credit card at
www.psiu.org/?restricted or send your check payable to The
Psi Upsilon Foundation to 3003 East 96th Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46240. Please include Henry B. Poor Scholarship Fund in
the memo of your check.

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

You can also order a replacement badge at

$100,679

Go to your next Psi U event proudly wearing your
badge! Order today using this form:

Gifts to the Poor Fund are tax deductible and will be held in
perpetuity, with the income generated from the fund being
made available for the Poor scholarship each year.

$78,855

Delivery takes 6 – 8 weeks to accommodate the
hand engraving of your name and badge symbols.

Tom has been so impressed by the outpouring of support that
he has agreed to do it AGAIN!

$70,660

10K versions are also available for
$225 and 14K for $325.

But wait, there’s more…

$30,610

You can order a new badge,
engraved with your original badge
symbols for $50.

www.psiu.org/?badge
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Questions about badge reorders can be directed to Mike Thibideau,
Epsilon Nu ‘10 at mike@psiu.org or 317-571-1833 ext. 106

Indebted to Parents and Alumni, Brother Values Accountability
Spotlight on Scholarship: Connor Miyamoto, Psi ‘15 (Hamilton College)
“I remember I was studying for my finals last spring,”
Connor Miyamoto, Psi ‘15 (Hamilton) remembers. “My
dad called from home and said, ‘Hey, you have a letter here
from Psi Upsilon International.’

Early on at Hamilton, Connor had planned to head to
Hollywood to put his talents to work in the film industry.
But after expressing some doubts about that path, his father
asked Connor whether he’d ever considered law school.

“I told him to open it. And there was this silence and then
he just said, ‘Oh my God, you won a scholarship, the Henry
B. Poor Award!’ And I was like, ‘Wow, you’ve got to be
kidding me!’”

“So I took an internship at the Ventura County’s public
defender’s office and I was just floored. I got to see
people in absolute dire situations, sitting in the same room
listening to this guy who was going to prison for 30 years.
It shaped some new perspectives for me, and certainly
made me count my lucky stars every day.

The Psi Chapter junior was stunned. He’d just earned
a significant grant to help him finish his senior year at
Hamilton College, courtesy of generous alumni donors who
support The Psi Upsilon Foundation.
“Paying for college has been a joint
effort between my parents and me,”
Connor says. “My mom and dad
work their tails off to provide for
the education of their three children.
My RA position helps pay off my
loans, and my Writing Center tutor
job helps to keep me afloat from
week-to-week. But I still have to do
a lot of cutting, borrowing books
instead of buying them and eating
on campus as much as I can. I had
also given up my drum lessons,
which I loved, to save money.”

“That solidified my plan to attend law school. Becoming
a public defender would mean helping individuals who
did not have the same privileged
circumstances I had to make the
right decision. To me, that’s an
honorable thing.”
Connor says that winning the Henry
B. Poor Award makes him feel
more accountable to his parents and
the alumni who made it possible.
“Absolutely, I feel like I need to hold
myself to an even higher standard. I’ve
received a prestigious distinction, and
I want to live up all the more to the
Fraternity’s values that have meant the
most to me — intellectual engagement
and lifelong friendships. And it was
definitely a huge relief for my mom
and dad.”

Pictured from left to right: Christopher Jusuf ‘15,
The Psi Upsilon Foundation
Zachary Arnold ‘15, Connor Miyamoto ‘15 and
awards scholarships based upon
Malcolm Phelan ‘15
demonstrated achievement in the
Yet perhaps what meant most of all
pursuit of moral, intellectual and
had nothing to do with the dollars themselves. “I mean
social excellence. Connor stood out among the candidates
obviously the money matters,” Miyamoto says. “But just
for an outstanding commitment to his chapter along with
hearing the pride and the happiness in my parents’ voices,
his academic accomplishments.
frankly, you can’t buy that.”
“Academics are definitely a priority for me,” he says.
Connor is pursuing a double major in creative writing and
economics, and holding his impressive GPA will serve him
well as he decides on post-graduation pursuits.

FOOTBALL, FRATERNITY, FUN ON FOUNDERS DAY.
Make an Annual Fund gift November 17-24
to celebrate the 182nd anniversary of Psi U’s founding.
Gifts to the Annual Fund on Nov. 17th will be matched by Evan Terry, Epsilon Phi ‘93 (McGill).
More information at psiu.org/?FoundersChallenge

Help spread the word by posting
this icon to your social media and
encourage every brother to make a gift.

Psi Upsilon
International Office
3003 East 96th Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240
Address Service Requested
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BECOME A PSI UPSILON
FREQUENT FLYER!
Your love for Psi Upsilon is second nature. Now,
showing your support can be just as automatic. Setting up a recurring gift is convenient, customizable,
and environmentally friendly.

Go to bit.ly/PsiUFF
to set up your recurring gift today.

will be held in Manhattan on November 20th.
Register for the event at
psiuperfectpint.eventbrite.com
The Annual Delta Yule Log
will be held on Monday, December 1 at the Apple
Restaurant and Bom Bar in NYC.
deltayulelog2014.eventbrite.com
The Epsilon Nu chapter and
Hesperian Society will be hosting the

172nd Psi Upsilon Convention
at Michigan State University
in East Lansing June 26 – 28, 2015.
Watch for more details at www.psiu.org

