
Committee on New Business 
 

Proposed Changes to Psi Upsilon Constitution 

 

I. Delete Article I, Section 5 
 

Original Text Revisions Text 

Section 5. In order to carry out the objectives stated in Article I, 
Section 3, the individual chapters of Psi Upsilon will make every 
possible effort to provide for their members at the lowest possible cost 
the following:  room, board, and library and study facilities.  In addition, 
periodic meetings of a literary, cultural, and educational character shall 
be provided. 

Section 5. In order to carry out the objectives stated in Article I, 
Section 3, the individual chapters of Psi Upsilon will make every 
possible effort to provide for their members at the lowest possible cost 
the following:  room, board, and library and study facilities.  In addition, 
periodic meetings of a literary, cultural, and educational character shall 
be provided. 

Other Ministerial Changes: 

Renumber Article I, Section 6 to Section 5. 

 

II. Delete Article III, Section 5 
 

Original Text Revisions Text 

Section 5. The Executive Council shall issue calls and make all 
arrangements for special Conventions, when requested so to do, in 
writing by at least five chapters; shall give official notice to all chapters 
of any measure requiring the consent of the chapters; and shall keep the 
Fraternity seal and all Fraternity personal property under its jurisdiction, 
including the official copy of the Constitution and Convention records, a 
copy of the by-laws of each chapter, and as complete statistics on them 
as possible.  It shall have power under the regulations of each 
Convention to make and collect assessments from the several chapters 
including taxes and membership fees; shall settle or defend general 
claims against the Fraternity as a whole; shall superintend the 
publication of Fraternity documents; and shall decide all points at issue 
between chapters when requested.  The Executive Council shall fill its 
own vacancies for terms expiring with the next Convention and shall 

Section 5. The Executive Council shall issue calls and make all 
arrangements for special Conventions, when requested so to do, in 
writing by at least five chapters; shall give official notice to all chapters 
of any measure requiring the consent of the chapters; and shall keep the 
Fraternity seal and all Fraternity personal property under its jurisdiction, 
including the official copy of the Constitution and Convention records, a 
copy of the by-laws of each chapter, and as complete statistics on them 
as possible.  It shall have power under the regulations of each 
Convention to make and collect assessments from the several chapters 
including taxes and membership fees; shall settle or defend general 
claims against the Fraternity as a whole; shall superintend the 
publication of Fraternity documents; and shall decide all points at issue 
between chapters when requested.  The Executive Council shall fill its 
own vacancies for terms expiring with the next Convention and shall 



 

submit annually to the Convention a communication embracing a report 
of its actions, with recommendations with respect to the affairs of the 
Fraternity as it may deem proper.  The Executive Council shall 
investigate applications for charters of the Fraternity and shall initiate 
inquiries into the expediency or desirability of establishing a chapter at 
any college or university. The Executive Council shall, at regular 
periods, arrange for the chapters to be visited by one or more of its own 
members or the chief executive officer.  Concerns developing from such 
visits shall be communicated with discretion, conditioned strictly by an 
intent to serve the best interests of the chapter affected. 
 

submit annually to the Convention a communication embracing a report 
of its actions, with recommendations with respect to the affairs of the 
Fraternity as it may deem proper.  The Executive Council shall 
investigate applications for charters of the Fraternity and shall initiate 
inquiries into the expediency or desirability of establishing a chapter at 
any college or university. The Executive Council shall, at regular 
periods, arrange for the chapters to be visited by one or more of its own 
members or the chief executive officer.  Concerns developing from such 
visits shall be communicated with discretion, conditioned strictly by an 
intent to serve the best interests of the chapter affected. 
 

Other Ministerial Changes: 

None 

 

III. Revise Article V to Give Executive Council Sole Authority 
 

Original Text Revisions Text 

Section 1. No chapter may dissolve or surrender its charter of its 
own volition.  The undergraduate members of a chapter, its alumni 
organization, or the Executive Council may make a recommendation for 
the termination of a chapter's active status to the Convention. 
 
Section 2. The Convention may, after receiving a report and 
recommendation from the Executive Council and by a three-fourths vote 
of accredited delegates, revoke the charter of an active chapter, 
therefore severing forever each and every tie with the undergraduate 
membership and the alumni organization, except for any outstanding 
financial obligations which may exist. 
 
Section 3. A chapter shall be considered inactive if no living 
members exist and no other action has been taken by the Fraternity with 
regard to establishing their status. 
 

Section 1. No chapter may dissolve or surrender its charter of its 
own volition.  The undergraduate members of a chapter, its alumni 
organization, or the Executive Council may make a recommendation for 
the termination of a chapter's active status to the Convention. 
 
Section 2. The Convention may, after receiving a report and 
recommendation from the Executive Council and by a three-fourths vote 
of accredited delegates, revoke the charter of an active chapter, 
therefore severing forever each and every tie with the undergraduate 
membership and the alumni organization, except for any outstanding 
financial obligations which may exist. 
 
Section 3. A chapter shall be considered inactive if no living 
members exist and no other action has been taken by the Fraternity with 
regard to establishing their status. 
 



 

Section 4. The Convention may, after receiving a report and 
recommendation from the Executive Council and by a three-fourths vote 
of the accredited delegates, relegate the chapter to an inactive status as 
defined in Article IV, Section 1, if a possibility of the chapter's future 
reactivation is deemed to exist. 
 
Section 5. The Convention may, after receiving a report and 
recommendation from the Executive Council and by a three-fourths vote 
of the accredited delegates, suspend the charter of an active chapter for a 
specified period of time, removing all rights of undergraduate 
membership within Psi Upsilon until specific conditions are met.    
 
Section 6. The Executive Council may act on behalf of the 
Convention with regard to any of the actions in Sections 4 or 5 above.  
The action of the Executive Council to relegate a chapter to inactive 
status pursuant to Section 4 above shall become final unless an appeal 
of that action to the Convention is received by the chief executive 
officer of the Fraternity within 30 days of the date of the official notice 
by the Executive Council to the chapter of its decision to relegate the 
chapter to inactive status.  If a timely notice of appeal is received, the 
next Convention will consider and act on the appeal pursuant to Section 
4 above. 
 
Section 7. Where a chapter (a) lacks sufficient membership to 
sustain itself financially, or as a part of the university or college 
community, (b) lacks sufficient organized alumni support to keep itself 
as a healthy and contributing member of fraternity life on its campus, (c) 
finds itself in a financial condition where it can no longer maintain its 
solvency, (d) fails to meet its assessment obligations to the Executive 
Council on a continuing basis, (e) fails to carry out on a continuing basis 
an effective rushing program, thereby failing to provide the chapter with 
the new members necessary to sustain its existence, or (f) is confronted 
with other serious conditions affecting the normal existence of a college 
or university fraternity chapter, and, furthermore, fails to correct any of 
the foregoing conditions after strenuous and organized efforts have been 
made to assist it, the Executive Council, upon finding any such 
condition to be present, may request Convention action. 
 

Section 4. The Convention may, after receiving a report and 
recommendation from the Executive Council and by a three-fourths vote 
of the accredited delegates, may relegate the chapter to an inactive 
status as defined in Article IV, Section 1, if a possibility of the chapter's 
future reactivation is deemed to exist. 
 
Section 5. The Convention may, after receiving a report and 
recommendation from the Executive Council and by a three-fourths vote 
of the accredited delegates, may suspend the charter of an active chapter 
for a specified period of time, removing all rights of undergraduate 
membership within Psi Upsilon until specific conditions are met.    
 
Section 6. The Executive Council may act on behalf of the 
Convention with regard to any of the actions in Sections 4 or 5 above.  
The action of the Executive Council to relegate a chapter to inactive 
status pursuant to Section 4 above shall become final unless an appeal 
of that action to the Convention is received by the chief executive 
officer of the Fraternity within 30 days of the date of the official notice 
by the Executive Council to the chapter of its decision to relegate the 
chapter to inactive status.  If a timely notice of appeal is received, the 
next Convention will consider and act on the appeal pursuant to Section 
4 above. 
 
Section 7. Where a chapter (a) lacks sufficient membership to 
sustain itself financially, or as a part of the university or college 
community, (b) lacks sufficient organized alumni support to keep itself 
as a healthy and contributing member of fraternity life on its campus, (c) 
finds itself in a financial condition where it can no longer maintain its 
solvency, (d) fails to meet its assessment obligations to the Executive 
Council on a continuing basis, (e) fails to carry out on a continuing basis 
an effective rushing program, thereby failing to provide the chapter with 
the new members necessary to sustain its existence, or (f) is confronted 
with other serious conditions affecting the normal existence of a college 
or university fraternity chapter, and, furthermore, fails to correct any of 
the foregoing conditions after strenuous and organized efforts have been 
made to assist it, the Executive Council, upon finding any such 
condition to be present, may take request Convention action under 
Section 1 through 4 of this Article. 



 

Section 8. If the charter of a chapter is revoked or suspended, or if 
the chapter is relegated to an inactive status, all official Fraternity 
records, seals, official documents, memorabilia, and any material 
pertaining to the chapter's relation to the Fraternity as a whole shall be 
placed in the custody of the Executive Council. 
 

 
Section 8. If the charter of a chapter is revoked or suspended, or if 
the chapter is relegated to an inactive status, all official Fraternity 
records, seals, official documents, memorabilia, and any material 
pertaining to the chapter's relation to the Fraternity as a whole shall be 
placed in the custody of the Executive Council. 

Other Ministerial Changes: 

Renumber sections as follows: Section 3 becomes Section 2; Section 4 becomes Section 3; Section 5 becomes Section 4; Section 7 becomes Section 
5; Section 8 becomes Section 6. 

 

IV. Revise Article IX, Section 10 
 

Original Text Revisions Text 

Section 10. Disciplinary action may also be taken by the alumni 
organization of a chapter or by the Executive Council.  If any 
undergraduate member or alumni member or members of a chapter is or 
are reported by the university or college authorities, by alumni of such 
chapter or alumni of other chapters, or by responsible officers among 
the undergraduate members of such chapter or of other chapters, for 
conduct unbecoming a brother of Psi Upsilon and detrimental to the 
purposes and objectives of the Fraternity as herein set forth, the facts 
will immediately be investigated by responsible representatives of such 
chapter's alumni organization or by the Executive Council, with the 
undergraduate membership consulted and a full hearing afforded the 
member or members under consideration.  A full report and 
recommendation will then be presented to the trustees of such chapter's 
alumni organization, or their counterpart, or to the Executive Council, 
either of which is empowered to take whatever corrective measures are 
necessary, including removal from chapter office, suspension, or 
expulsion from the Fraternity.  Any disciplinary action shall be fully 
documented and immediately relayed to the entire undergraduate 
membership of such chapter. This decision may be reviewed by the 
annual Convention as the final authority, at the request of the affected 

Section 10. Disciplinary action may also be taken by the alumni 
organization of a chapter or by the Executive Council.  If any 
undergraduate member or alumni member or members of a chapter is or 
are reported by the university or college authorities, by alumni of such 
chapter or alumni of other chapters, or by responsible officers among 
the undergraduate members of such chapter or of other chapters, for 
conduct unbecoming a brother of Psi Upsilon and detrimental to the 
purposes and objectives of the Fraternity as herein set forth, the facts 
will immediately be investigated by responsible representatives of such 
chapter's alumni organization or by the Executive Council, with the 
undergraduate membership consulted and a full hearing afforded the 
member or members under consideration.  A full report and 
recommendation will then be presented to the trustees of such chapter's 
alumni organization, or their counterpart, or to the Executive Council, 
either of which is empowered to take whatever corrective measures are 
necessary, including removal from chapter office, suspension, or 
expulsion from the Fraternity.  Any disciplinary action shall be fully 
documented and immediately relayed to the entire undergraduate 
membership of such chapter. Disciplinary action This decision may be 
reviewed by the annual Convention as the final authority, at the request 



 

members or chapter.  Under no circumstances may disciplinary action 
be taken against any undergraduate member or alumni member or 
members of a chapter if such action is contrary to law or to the rules and 
regulations of the university or college where the chapter is located. 

of the affected members or chapter.  Under no circumstances may 
disciplinary action be taken against any undergraduate member or 
alumni member or members of a chapter if such action is contrary to 
law or to the rules and regulations of the university or college where the 
chapter is located. 

Other Ministerial Changes: 

None 

 

V. Revise Compulsory Language 
 

Original Text Revisions Text 

ARTICLE II 

* * *  

Section 2. The Convention shall consist of accredited delegates 
representing the undergraduate membership and alumni of the 
Fraternity.  It shall meet annually with one of the chapters as determined 
at a preceding Convention, or by the Executive Council in the absence 
of a decision at the preceding Convention, or if so delegated by the 
Convention.  Factors influencing the selection of a Convention site shall 
include chapter anniversaries, the interval of time since chapters last 
hosted a Convention, geographic alternation, and benefits of 
maintenance or growth of a specific chapter or chapters and the 
Fraternity as a whole.  Each chapter shall provide yearly funds sufficient 
to meet transportation and Convention costs for two undergraduate 
member delegates from that chapter to the Convention.  The Executive 
Council, upon receipt by it of the annual reports required by Article 
VIII, Section 1, shall notify the chapters of the amounts of their 
assessments, and no chapter shall be entitled to voting privileges at a 
Convention which, ten days prior to the meeting thereof, shall not have 
paid all assessments and other money payable by it to the treasury of the 
Fraternity, unless otherwise provided by the Convention. 

ARTICLE II 

* * *  

Section 2. The Convention shall consist of accredited delegates 
representing the undergraduate membership and alumni of the 
Fraternity.  It shall meet annually with one of the chapters as determined 
at a preceding Convention, or by the Executive Council in the absence 
of a decision at the preceding Convention, or if so delegated by the 
Convention.  Factors influencing the selection of a Convention site shall 
include chapter anniversaries, the interval of time since chapters last 
hosted a Convention, geographic alternation, and benefits of 
maintenance or growth of a specific chapter or chapters and the 
Fraternity as a whole.  Each chapter shall provide yearly funds sufficient 
to meet transportation and Convention costs for two undergraduate 
member delegates from that chapter to the Convention.  The Executive 
Council, upon receipt by it of the annual reports required encouraged by 
Article VIII, Section 1, shall notify the chapters of the amounts of their 
assessments, and no chapter shall be entitled to voting privileges at a 
Convention which, ten days prior to the meeting thereof, shall not have 
paid all assessments and other money payable by it to the treasury of the 
Fraternity, unless otherwise provided by the Convention. 



 

 
* * *  
 
ARTICLE VI 
 
* * *  
 
Section 2. Each chapter shall take action as early as possible on the 
receipt of the records of any Convention upon all measures which require 
such action, and within one week thereafter shall notify the Executive 
Council of the result. 
 
Section 3. The alumni body of each chapter should incorporate itself 
and should hold at least one meeting a year to which all the members of 
the chapter's alumni body shall be invited.  At such meetings, an annual 
report of the operation of the chapter shall be rendered, covering the 
activities of the undergraduates and the alumni.  A board of trustees, or 
its counterpart, composed of alumni of the chapter, shall be established 
to conduct the business of the alumni corporation.  The election of 
members to such a body, as vacancies exist or as terms of such expire, 
shall be held at such annual meetings.  The purpose of such alumni 
corporation shall be (1) to conduct the business affairs of the corporation, 
(2) to aid in the financial operation of the chapter, (3) to support the 
educational and risk management programs of Psi Upsilon, (4) to 
cooperate, as appropriate, with the administration of the institution where 
the chapter is located, (5) to hold title to and ownership of the chapter 
house where such is feasible, and (6) to support the actions of the 
Executive Council pertaining to its respective undergraduate chapter.  
The board of trustees should meet at least four or more times a year with 
at least one such meeting to be held at their respective chapter houses.  
Such procedure will permit the board of trustees to maintain close contact 
with the affairs of the undergraduates and of the house and to review 
communications between the Executive Council or Convention, and the 
chapter in order to assure compliance with the mandates of the Fraternity. 
 
 
 
 

 
* * *  
 
ARTICLE VI 
 
* * *  
 
Section 2. Each chapter shall should take action as early as possible 
on the receipt of the records of any Convention upon all measures which 
require such action, and within one week thereafter shall should notify 
the Executive Council of the result. 
 
Section 3. The alumni body of each chapter should incorporate itself 
and should hold at least one meeting a year to which all the members of 
the chapter's alumni body shall be invited.  At such meetings, an annual 
report of the operation of the chapter shall should be rendered, covering 
the activities of the undergraduates and the alumni.  A board of trustees, 
or its counterpart, composed of alumni of the chapter, shall should be 
established to conduct the business of the alumni corporation.  The 
election of members to such a body, as vacancies exist or as terms of such 
expire, shall be held at such annual meetings.  The purpose of such alumni 
corporation shall be (1) to conduct the business affairs of the corporation, 
(2) to aid in the financial operation of the chapter, (3) to support the 
educational and risk management programs of Psi Upsilon, (4) to 
cooperate, as appropriate, with the administration of the institution where 
the chapter is located, (5) to hold title to and ownership of the chapter 
house where such is feasible, and (6) to support the actions of the 
Executive Council pertaining to its respective undergraduate chapter.  
The board of trustees should meet at least four two or more times a year 
with at least one such meeting to be held at their respective chapter 
houses.  Such procedure will permit the board of trustees to maintain 
close contact with the affairs of the undergraduates and of the house and 
to review communications between the Executive Council or Convention, 
and the chapter in order to assure compliance with the mandates of the 
Fraternity. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
ARTICLE VII 
 
UNDERGRADUATE MEMBER LEADERSHIP 
 
Section 1. Each chapter shall have for its officers an archon, a 
grammateus, a thesauristes and one or more angeloi and 
epistolographoi, whose general duties shall be those of a president, 
recording secretary, treasurer, vice president, corresponding secretary 
and alumni relations secretary respectively, to whom also special duties 
may be assigned by the laws of the chapter.  Special officers may also 
be elected by a chapter for the performance of duties peculiar to itself.  
These officers shall be elected by ballot at such times as each chapter 
may decide, provided that an election of all be held at least once a year.  
 
Section 2. The epistolographos or epistolographoi shall 
communicate with each chapter and its alumni body at least once in 
every collegiate term; shall give due notice of all changes of officers, of 
all initiations, expulsions, suspensions, or graduations; and shall keep 
the Fraternity well informed of the state of their chapter, and their 
chapter of the condition of the Fraternity. 
 
Section 3. In order that a continuous history of each chapter may be 
kept and thereby a history of the Fraternity as a whole, the grammateus 
shall prepare at the end of each academic year a full report of the 
chapter and of its activities for that year, including the activities of both 
the undergraduate and alumni bodies of the chapter.  Copies of such 
reports shall be forwarded to the officers of the Executive Council for 
preservation in the archives of the Fraternity, and to the officers of the 
chapter alumni organization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ARTICLE VII 
 
UNDERGRADUATE MEMBER LEADERSHIP 
 
Section 1. Each chapter shall should have for its officers an archon, 
a grammateus, a thesauristes and one or more angeloi and 
epistolographoi, whose general duties shall be those of a president, 
recording secretary, treasurer, vice president, corresponding secretary 
and alumni relations secretary respectively, to whom also special duties 
may be assigned by the laws of the chapter.  Special officers may also 
be elected by a chapter for the performance of duties peculiar to itself.  
These officers shall should be elected by ballot at such times as each 
chapter may decide, provided that an election of all be held at least once 
a year. 
 
Section 2. The epistolographos or epistolographoi shall should 
communicate with each chapter and its alumni body at least once in 
every collegiate term; shall should give due notice of all changes of 
officers, of all initiations, expulsions, suspensions, or graduations; and 
shall should keep the Fraternity well informed of the state of their 
chapter, and their chapter of the condition of the Fraternity. 
 
Section 3. In order that a continuous history of each chapter may be 
kept and thereby a history of the Fraternity as a whole, the grammateus 
shall should prepare at the end of each academic year a full report of the 
chapter and of its activities for that year, including the activities of both 
the undergraduate and alumni bodies of the chapter.  Copies of such 
reports shall should be forwarded to the officers of the Executive 
Council International Office Staff for preservation in the archives of the 
Fraternity, and to the officers of the chapter alumni organization. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
ARTICLE VIII 
 
CHAPTER REPORTS 
 
Section 1. The Executive Council shall require the chapters to 
report such information concerning each chapter’s officers, pledges, 
initiates, undergraduate members and activities as deemed necessary by 
the Executive Council. 
 
ARTICLE IX 
  
MEMBERSHIP 
 
* * *  
 
Section 9. Suspension, expulsion, or fines shall be the means of 
discipline within the undergraduate membership of all the chapters, under 
regulations to be established by themselves.  The vote upon suspension 
or expulsion shall be taken by ballot after at least two weeks of 
consideration and shall require a three-fourths affirmative vote of all the 
undergraduate members of the chapter. 
 

 
 
 
ARTICLE VIII 
 
CHAPTER REPORTS 
 
Section 1. The Executive Council shall require should encourage 
the chapters to report such information concerning each chapter’s 
officers, pledges, initiates, undergraduate members and activities as 
deemed necessary by the Executive Council. 
 
ARTICLE IX 
  
MEMBERSHIP 
 
* * *  
 
Section 9. Suspension, expulsion, or fines shall be the means of 
discipline within the undergraduate membership of all the chapters, under 
regulations to be established by themselves.  The vote upon suspension 
or expulsion shall should be taken by ballot after at least two weeks of 
consideration and shall should require a three-fourths affirmative vote of 
all the undergraduate members of the chapter. 
 

 
 
 

Other Ministerial Changes: 

None 

 

 

 


