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biggest amount of change as they're having a college experience and living a fraternity life 
that none of us has seen before - and they are to be commended.  Beyond Psi U, all Greek 
organization on campus have been affected by COVID as it hampered the ability to recruit 
new members.  At the Phi, despite the challenges, our active brothers were able to recruit 
quality members during both fall and winter Rush last year.  Due to their success, the House 
will be near capacity when classes resume at the end of summer.  On another high note, a 
majority of the brothers living in the House will be upper classmen.
 
This past winter, for the first time in 8 years, the brothers were able to build a high quality ice 
rink in the backyard that didn't negatively affect the basement or the brick wall.  Morale was 
sky high as everyone enjoyed the return of Psi U ice hockey on "home" ice after so many 
years.
 

Brothers, It’s been quite a while since we last brought you an edition 
of the Phi Owl and I hope all of you have navigated your way through 
the COVID landscape of the past two years.  All our lives, both 
personal and professional, have certainly been impacted.  No one 
has been left unaffected - including the Phi brotherhood.  All of us 
are adjusting to the new "normal" and I hope the worst is behind us 
and you and your families are safe and healthy.  
 
While the Phi Alumni Board has made adjustments to cope with the 
pandemic, our active members in Ann Arbor have had to handle the



Despite the hectic times Treasurer Dan Smale ‘81 reports the Phi Alumni Corp. is on good 
financial footing, and we continue to tackle the necessary repair and renovation work the House 
requires. Earl Raynal Jr. ‘81 keeps a watchful eye over the condition of the House and has a led 
alumni and active brothers through a couple of work weekends.  Greg French '80 was once 
again instrumental in helping us acquire new furnishings for the Living Room and Solarium.  All 
of you know what it takes to maintain your own homes, just imagine what’s needed for our 
Chapter House as it moves into its second hundred years.
 
We will be having our Homecoming Tailgate on Saturday, September 24th before the game with 
Maryland.  Michigan's incredible football season last year lifted the spirits of UM Football fans 
across the country so let's hope we can keep the momentum going for the season that's about 
to begin.  It's always great to see alumni come back to the House for homecoming so please 
make an effort to stop by this year.  
 
Unfortunately we have had limited communications with you over the past few years since Buzz 
Weber '56 passed away and our ability to publish the Phi Owl as a physical newsletter ended, 
however we continue to work on ways to interact with alumni.  Later in the newsletter, in Alumni 
News we update you on a tribute to Buzz by Max Nagle '54 and Kevin Brophy '83 has a great 
story to tell about brothers getting together last fall.  We'd love to share a lot more information 
on our far flung band of brothers so please send us any reports on what you're doing so we can 
share the news.
 
While life in Ann Arbor has certainly changed of late the University of Michigan presses on, 
adapting to the new normal.  Despite the changes going on around us fraternity life on campus 
is still an important part of the college experience.  The Board and alumni are committed to 
working with our active brothers to make sure we adapt and press on as well.
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M  Football
The Tradition Continues!

The Phi Alumni are happy to announce the resumption of our traditional 
Football Saturday tailgate at 1000 Hill Street.

 
September 24, 2022

 Homecoming game against Maryland, kickoff at 12:00
 

Food & Drinks before the game  9:00am - 11:30am
 

$20 per person
 

Please RSVP to Greg French at 
gfrench@frenchcommercialrealty.com 

by Sunday, Sept 18th  
 

Come reconnect with your brothers, their families and the House!



The mortgage on the House is at $312,000 and our Emergency Repair Fund is only slightly 
below the target level.  A (mostly) full house should help keep revenues at a level where we 
can continue making improvements while a live-in Resident Director will keep unnecessary 
repairs to a minimum.
 
This coming year we expect to be tuck pointing the bricks at the back of the House and 
making repairs to the plaster ceiling in the Solarium.
 
We look forward to a small surplus in the 2022-23 school year so that we can make 
additional repairs and improvements next summer.  
 
The Board is always grateful for any and all donations we receive as they assist in the work 
we do.  We gladly accept your annual dues as an alumni brother or other contributions 
toward our ongoing restoration and repair of the House.  You can send your checks to: 
 
Phi Alumni Corp.
c/o  Alpha Fraternity Management
6921 Jackson Rd. Suite 100
Ann Arbor, MI  48103 
 
 
 

Treasurer's Report

by Dan Smale '81

Thanks to great chapter leadership and minimal emergency 
repairs the Phi Alumni Corp's balance sheet and outlook for the 
coming year is strong.
 
We ended the 2020-21 school year with a $50,000 surplus, which 
was used to pay down our mortgage a bit and to renovate five of 
the rooms as has been our practice over the past few years.
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During the summer of '21 Earl Raynal Jr. ’81 led a group of alumni and active brothers 
through a productive work weekend. The list of chores was extensive and included hedge 
trimming, bush planting, cleaning up the grounds, room painting, hanging new light fixtures, 
building storage shelves in the basement and showing the guys how to lift window grates 
and clean out window wells.  

Chuck Greening Jr. '80 and Mark 
Majoros '85 finishing up the new 
storage shelves in the basement.  
Snaps to Mark for coming all the 
way from Virginia!

Later in the month a group of 
active brothers, led by former 
Archon Riston Escher ’21, 
cleared the driveway of the 
debris from the work weekend 
and swept it out.  

Ian D'Souza '20 finishing up the driveway



The team used it’s new skill of lifting out window grates and cleaned out window wells 
along the driveway and backyard.  When tackling the window well outside the Chapter 
Room they found two feet of dirt and trash (including a chip bag from the early 90’s).

Brad Libbs '22 getting at the window grate, and Dan Brzozowski '23 
cleaning out the years of "stuff."

Chapter room window well - before and after.



Earlier this summer Greg French '80 
was able to acquire much needed 
replacement furniture for the Solarium, 
Living Room and Library when his golf 
club was replacing chairs in its bar 
area.  For the sweet price of $20/chair 
Greg was able to get us 20 leather 
barrel chairs.  He also made a trip to a 
Chicago hotel liquidator we've used in 
the past and found chairs and tables 
from the Waldorf-Astoria.  Snaps to 
Conner DiMarco '22 and Dan 
Brzozowski '23 for transporting the 
furniture back to Ann Arbor.
 
We're still on the look out for tables to 
go with the barrel chairs so if you're 
aware of any - please let us know.



Alumni News

Orange Bowl 2021!

We all enjoyed the 2021 U of M football season as our Wolverines had arguably their best 
gridiron performance since the 1997 National Championship season! Jorge “Jock” Freeland 
’83, a resident of Coral Gables, FL and a member of the Orange Bowl Committee, was a 
gracious host for a few of his Phi brethren and spouse or sons over the New Year’s weekend.  
Jock, always a great tour guide and activities coordinator, arranged a Thursday night on the 
water tour of Miami on “Matador,” a New Year’s Eve brunch, and an Orange Bowl tailgate steps 
from the Miami's Hard Rock Stadium.
 
 
 
At our tailgate, from left to right:  Carter Freeland, Tom Schwartz '84, Bob Williams '83,
Jock Freeland '83, Blair Williams (Kappa '83), Kevin Brophy '83, George Brophy '21,
John Cugliari '83 and Joseph Cugliari. Not pictured, Kevin Parker '85.

From Kevin Brophy '83



From the first day a brother walks through the front door at 1000 Hill, the brothers of the 
Phi talk about building “lifelong friendships.”   We promote this bond during Rush and 
continue building it during our day to day lives in the House.  For the vast majority of us 
who embraced Psi Upsilon and engaged in what the Phi had to offer, the brotherhood 
activities, traditions, lifelong and close friendships are indeed the result and most 
cherished benefit of our fraternity.
 
Last October, over the Halloween weekend, after more than 18 months of living with the 
restrictions that the Covid-19 forced on us, thirteen Phi brothers spanning the 1981 to 
1986 class years gathered and reveled in our lifelong friendships. Tom Schwartz '84, Tom 
Fous '83, and Stephen Wesel '86, hosted the first “Two Oysters and a Sausage” weekend 
on Pawleys Island, South Carolina. The weekend’s stated goal was to “Eat, Drink and 
Reunite,” and that we did so in classic Psi U fashion!  In the well worn jargon of the Phi, "a 
good time was had by all!”
 
Our head cruise director, Dr. Tom Schwartz (DVM), along with brothers Fous and Wesel, 
who are full or part time residents of Pawleys, coordinated transportation and lodging for 
all out of town brothers. They parlayed their local knowledge and island connections to 
regale us with fishing, golfing, eating, drinking, an oyster bake, a night of fine dining and 
big screen Big Ten football. 
 
Brothers traveled from CO, FL, MI, NY, VA and the Carolinas for the inaugural 3-day event.
Attendees of the first, and those attending hope there will be more(!), Two Oysters and a 
Sausage weekend fest were:
 
1981: Jeff Lockhart, Earl Raynal Jr., Greg Rupp
1983: Mike Beaudoin, Bruce Blakeman, Kevin Brophy, John Cugliari, Tom Fous, 
           Jorge Freeland, Tom Haney
1984: Tom Schwartz
1985: Tom Violante
1986: Stephen Wesel
 

Eat, 
Drink, 
Reunite!
by Kevin Brophy '83



The intrepid leader Tom Schwartz '84 
aka "Schwartzie" heading out for morning of fishing 

Tom Haney '83 up front 
and Mike Beaudoin '83 in 
the back 



Stephen Wesel '86, Jorge Freeland '83, Tom Haney '83, John Cugliari '83,  Tom Violante '85 (standing), Earl Raynal Jr. '81, 
Jeff Lockhart '81, Bruce Blakemen '83, Kevin Brophy '83, Tom Schwartz '84, Tom Fous '83, Mike Beaudoin '83 and we're 
thinking Greg Rupp '83 was taking the picture. 
 



We'd like to update you on a memorial we've received since our last issue that sadly 
announced the passing of Buzz Webber Jr. '56.  
 
Ted "Max" Nagle '54 had a commemorative plaque made to honor the legacy of his dear 
friend and sent it to us to place in the House so others will also remember this distinguished 
alumnus and friend.
 
Max described the plaque as a way of having his thoughts expressed concisely and with 
clarity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Max for honoring your friend and partner in crime.  The plaque has been installed 
in the Chapter Room so future brothers will learn of and continue to remember this great 
alumnus and friend of the Phi.

"Buzz's generosity was without limits.  I know of two occasions where 
he supported financially, brothers who had fallen upon hard times.  
There probably were others who benefitted from his largess.  He 
initiated a scholarship as a memorial for a class member whose 
meteoric rise at Time Magazine was cut short by an early death."



Archon's Report

Last Year at the Phi 
by Dan Brzozowski '23

 

Last September at the game against Washington, Miles Macklin '22 and Ezra Beehler '22 had the opportunity to be on the field 
at the Big House to take professional pictures of the team.

On the other hand, Dave Miller '24 was 
literally on the field

Zain Arfi '22, Connor DiMarco '22, Andrew Ahn '22, Will 
Weninger '22 and Andre Boutros '22 providing tailgate tunes. 

No one can forget what a 
great run Michigan 
football had last year 
and we enjoyed 
tailgating before the 
games with our families 
and alumni.

The brothers of the Phi had a successful and fulfilling 2021-22 
school year with several events capturing the spirit of brotherhood 
at Psi Upsilon. 



We participated in Winterfest which is the annual broom ball tournament between qualifying 
Greek life organizations on campus to raise money for various charities.  This year's 
proceeds were donated to the Autism Alliance of Michigan, Fisher House Foundation and the 
Women's Center of Southeast Michigan.  We were wildly successful and helped raise over 
$6000

Jackson Albright '24, Dave Miller '24, Zach Farrell '25, Dan Brzozowski '23, Ezra Beehler '22, Leif Gullstad '23, Simon Hoffman '24 

Last August we proudly raised $488 for the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) with 
our “Dunk a Brother” philanthropy event. 
Thanks to all who participated, and a special 
congratulations to those who successfully 
dunked Brother Derek Wilt '22



Winterfest was the catalyst for the brothers returning to the tradition of building an ice rink 
in the backyard.  It was a lot of work but turned into a huge morale booster for everyone  in 
the House.



In March we put on Dogs & Donuts, another 
philanthropy event to raise money for NAMI.  
 
Brothers brought their dogs to the House, 
and for a small donation people got to spend 
time with the pups, have donuts and cider 
and take break from the stress of mid-terms.  
The event raised $453 which the chapter 
matched for a total donation to NAMI of 
$906

Simon Hoffman '25, Zach Farrell '24, 
Zain Arfi '22, Jackson Albright '24, 
Derek Wilt '22

Eric Hillsberg '22 and Lucas Tomasello '23 
manning the table for us



Charlie Haynes '24, Blake Bansek '24 and their 
dates

In April, to round out the year, a large group of brothers traveled to Chicago for a formal 
evening of dancing and fun.

At the end of the school year 18 seniors graduated and left House - some of our most 
experienced and valued brothers who have contributed so much to the Phi. Though we will 
miss them dearly, we will keep their contributions and memory in mind as we look forward 
to welcoming our new Iota and Theta pledge classes making up 21 new brothers.  These 
new members are the result of one of the most successful rush semesters since re-
opening the House!
 
All of us are looking forward to the upcoming fall semester. We’re very excited to have 
another season of philanthropic fundraising – and of course the Phi’s traditional football 
Saturday tailgates, especially with our first pregame partner sorority, Alpha Gamma Delta. 
We especially look forward to Homecoming and seeing all the alumni back at the House!
 



This is a picture of some of our brothers from the 
Phi in 1883.  Nearly 140 years later the following 
brothers will join our fraternity this fall.

Ben Kirsch ‘23   Chicago, IL   Undecided
 
Blake Bansek ’24  Denver, CO    Economics 
Dave Miller ‘24   Buffalo, NY    Biomedical Engineering
Charlie Haynes ‘24  Oxford, MI    Biopsychology, Cognition, Neuroscience 
Keion Heydarpour ’24 Chicago, IL,    Biology
Jake Marra ’24  Clarkston, MI   Business
Antoine Pangas ‘24  Washington DC  Computer Science
Koby Stewart ‘24  Coldwater, MI   Environmental Engineering
Jesse Harris ’24  Delray Beach, FL   Sport Management
 
David Kachar ’25   Chicago, IL    Neuroscience
Evan Budgery ’25  Farmington Hills, MI  Biology
JP Raigosa ‘25   Monterrey, Mexico Biomedical Engineering
Keith Lutostansky ’25 Philadelphia, PA   Economics
Kevin Malone ’25  Long Island, NY   Nursing
Rahib Malik ’25  Kalamazoo, MI   Undecided
Simon Hoffman ’25 Ann Arbor, MI   Neuroscience
Zach Farrell ‘25   Grosse Pointe, MI  Biology
Sam Buckley ‘25   Vero Beach, FL   Neuroscience
Ian Chu’25    Boseman, MT   Data Science
Balraj Chahal ’25  Queens, NY    Business 
Dylan Bernstein ’25 Long Beach, CA   History
 

Welcome Brothers!



Fraternity & Scholarship

For the second year in a row the Gregg E. Rohlin Scholarship was awarded to Zachary 
Kaufman '23.

Being awarded the Gregg E. Rohlin (Phi ‘83) Scholarship is 
a tremendous honor. I am so lucky to be supported by both 
my fellow brother and alumni. This scholarship will lessen the 
financial burden of attending Michigan, allowing me to focus 
on my academics and personal growth instead of my means of 
payment. 
 
I was supported every step of the way of the application 
process with help from the National Office, letters of 
recommendation from professors, a Phi brother and alumnus. 
I cannot express how grateful I am for this scholarship and 
the support I received from Psi U to achieve it.

This scholarship was established in 1989 by Gregg’s family, 
friends and classmates to commemorate brother Rohlin’s 
life and untimely passing.  Gregg pledged Psi U in the fall of 
1979 and graduated with a BBA from Ross in 1983. While 
living at the House Gregg was the Phi’s treasurer for 2 
years, was a great basketball player and had the highest 
GPA in the chapter. After leaving Michigan he went to work 
with Anderson Consulting in Chicago. Sadly, we lost Gregg 
to suicide in 1985.

Sebastien Gros ’83 provided valuable personal recollections about Gregg and wrote about 
the scholarship in a edition of the Phi Owl back in 2012. Seb reminds all of us that “it is a 
great honor to be awarded the Gregg E. Rohlin Scholarship,” and we should all work to 
maintain it’s ongoing viability so that future generations of Phi brothers can continue to 
benefit from Gregg’s legacy.
 
If you would like to help build the fund that supports Psi U scholarships  you may send a tax 
deductible contribution to the Psi Upsilon Foundation and earmark it for the Gregg E. Rohlin 
Scholarship.



 Previous recipients of the Gregg E. Rohlin Scholarship
 
1989-90           Stephen W. Shanks, '91
1990-91           Harrison M. Lazarus, '91
1991-92           Thomas K. Carlin, '93
1992-93           Michael L. Nelson, '94
1993-94           Michael L. Nelson, '94
1994-95           Paul E. McCreadie, '95
 
1998-99           Adam S. Filkin, '99
1999-00           Matthew W. Raino, '00
2000-01           Scott P. Ryan, '01
2001-02           Casey N. Hofmeister, '02
2002-03           Justin K. Hansen, '04
2003-04           Derek M. Hrzek, '05
2004-05           Benjamin J. Eichel, '06
2005-06           Karlis D. Lenss, '06
2006-07           Gary Weintraub, '08
 
2011-12           Daniel Kapro, '13
2012-13           Anton D. Wagner, '14
2021-22            Zachary Kaufman, '23

Brothers and their families who shop on Amazon - did you know there’s a simple, automatic 
way to support the Psi Upsilon Foundation?   By doing your Amazon shopping on 
smile.amazon.com. You shop as you normally would on the site, at no extra cost to you, and 
you don't need to make a separate account.
 
Through AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to a charity of your choice. Almost one million 501(c)(3) public 
charitable organizations participate in AmazonSmile, and the Psi Upsilon Foundation is one 
of them.  The contribution is from Amazon, so it’s basically free money.  So, if you don’t 
already have a charity you’re supporting please consider using AmazonSmile and listing the 
Psi Upsilon Foundation as the recipient.  Your contributions help the Foundation support 
educational scholarships and leadership programming at Psi U.



Thanks for taking the time to read the Phi Owl.  We're going to do our best to keep 
communications coming to you on a much more regular basis.  The active brothers in 
the House have much to share regarding their philanthropic work and social activities 
and the Board would like to hear a lot more from our alumni.  
 
Just a sentence or two about what you're doing.  New job?  New house?  Retiring?  We're 
hoping the Phi Owl can become a place where you can keep tabs on your classmates.  
As last year's get together in South Carolina proved - brotherhood is alive and well!
 
If you know of fellow members of the Phi who aren't on our email list please forward this 
on to them.  We're also making efforts to better use our website (we could also use a 
webmaster!) so check it out at www.psiumichigan.com
 
Until next time YITB!


